78                      SMALL CONGREGATIONS
God or possessing their souls, Mr. Barnett arranged to open the church every day for some hours, including the dinner hour, so that " those who wish to read or think or pray in quietness " might come in and find peace. Over all his work there ever brooded a patience that was almost a passion. " He that believeth shall not make haste " was the text that he most often repeated to himself and to others. To our workers he wrote :
A Gospel which makes present and future depend on goodness must by its very nature advance slowly. It is only by sad experience that men can find that rest and joy have no other foundations than right and love; it is only gradually that they are able to fight down the temptations which beset them, and hunt every trace of selfishness from then? lives ; it is only by degrees that they can gain the sense that One is near them, waiting to help them, who is their Father.
Within the first two or three years of his cure at St. Jude's its ugly galleries were removed, a warming apparatus fixed, and the Chancel re-painted, the latter by the artistic fingers of the two Miss Harrisons, who designed great panels of growing corn and vines emblematic of the Holy Communion. A Church Committee had been established, the music greatly improved, the west front thoroughly repaired, but the Vicar wrote :
1877.—And yet, now that all is done to the Church that I hoped to do, at the Sunday services it is comparatively empty. . . . Why do the people not come ? Many reasons are suggested : the refusal of relief, the absence of any terrorism in our theology, the large number of Churches in comparison with the Gentile population are, some would say, sufficient causes for the emptiness of this Church. None of these causes, however, satisfy me. Few of the East End places of worship have a congregation, and we may as well face the fact that our forms of service have ceased to express the religious wants of the people. There is no fashion in the East as in the West to induce 1 the inhabitants to appear Sunday after Sunday in the parish Church; there is no want of occupation to make them want . to turn for interest to the details of Church decoration ; they are therefore careless about the whole matter. I don't think the neglect of Church attendance implies an absence of religious feelings; the feelings exist, but they find neither support nor expression in the means of worship which have been provided.
This is a sad report to read, but it was sadder to live through those  years  of  disappointment.    Sometimes   on